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declared that this noble woman had passed away. With loving
sympathy the Grand Duchess Mathilde, who had hurried to
Munich, led the widower, deeply affected, with tears streaming
down his face, from the death-chamber. It was true that he had
caused his wife much sorrow during her lifetime and had loved
others besides her, yet her sympathetic kindness, her warm heart,
and her exemplary motherhood had won his admiration and
loving respect. The King's grief at the loss of his faithful partner
after forty-four years of married life was deep and real

Filled with emotion, he opened his wife's will1: 'Convinced that
Our Heavenly Father in His mercy will call me to Him before
the King, my dearly loved husband, I wish to express to him my
warmest thanks for every token of love with which he beautified
my life/ With tears in his eyes Ludwig read what his Therese
had wished to say in her last moments when she gave him the
little bronze clock. 'May each hour that it strikes be a happy,
joyous one for the King, my best friend/ After that followed the
apportioning of her personal valuables amongst her children.
The jewelry was unequal in value, and it was impossible to be
wholly impartial; 'but/ wrote the Queen, 'the children must not
measure my love by these, for a mother's love knows no measure/
The death of his faithful companion caused Ludwig to give way
to constant outbursts of grief: 'I cannot believe that I shall never
again in this life see her for whom I had such deep love/ he wrote
to his son Otto. 'But your father is nevertheless not utterly
broken; he has great physical and psychic elasticity and can still
be his old self amongst pleasant companions/2

King Ludwig wished to leave Munich and to get away from all
the turmoil. He considered the most suitable place would be
Darmstadt, where he had already sought refuge twice in the stormy
times of his youth. As in all great emotional moments of his life,
this time also he sought relief and help in poetry. But his health
was affected. He had overtaxed his strength. He still considered
himself young and of unlimited endurance; but Nature at last
warned him that he could not disregard his sixty-eight years,
particularly in conjunction with deep emotional crises. On
I4th December Ludwig suddenly fainted at his writing-table and
it was an hour and a half before he regained consciousness. As

i Queen Theresa's Will, Munich, 26th June, 1850, with a codicil dated llth June,
8 Ludwig I to King Otto, Darmstadt, 23rd November, 1854.  Munich H.A.